THE OSAGE PEOPLE—THEN

History of the Osage EAL O

The Osage people lived on the Great

Plains across Missouri, Oklahoma, Ar-
kansas, and Kansas. In the 1800s, the
Osage people and other Native tribes

were forcibly moved into Indian Terri-
tory, in present-day Oklahoma.

https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/

Osage Culture

Historically, the Osage people hunted bison,

deer, bear, and beaver. They lived in longhous-
es as well as tepees during the hunting season.
The Osage practiced religious ceremonies that

focused on the earth and sky.

https://www.ducksters.com/history/

native_american_teepee longhouse pueblo.php

Osage Dress

Men and women in the historic Osage Nation
wore clothes made from buckskin, or treated
deer hide. Buffalo robes and cloaks were worn in
the winter to keep warm. Some Osage people
wore necklaces made of “hair pipe” beads for
decoration. Later, the Osage incorporated more
colorful fabrics into their wardrobes.

http://ushistoryimages.com/osage.shtm
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THE OSAGE PEOPLE—NOW

The Modern Osage Nation

There are more than 10,000 mem-
bers in the modern Osage Nation.
Most of these members still live in
Oklahoma.

The Osage Nation tribal government
is located in Pawhuska, Oklahoma,
which is also the home of the Osage

Nation Museum—the oldest tribally ¢
http://www.osagenews.org

owned museum in the United States.

Osage Culture

The members of the Osage celebrate
their culture and history by holding
pow-wows. Pow-wows are large cele-
brations where Native people practice
historic dances and rituals.

https://www.crazycrow.com/site/event/osage-river-pow-wow/
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*The dice in this game are not traditional dice, but rather flat shapes. Use 7 dice of one

DICE GAME

This game has been played by the Osage for thousands of years. There
are many versions of the game, but most modern Osage play the version

explained here.

Materials: Blanket/Pillow, 9 dice*, paper/pencil to keep score, and

a plastic or wooden bowl

shape and 2 of another. If you want, color the shapes provided on this sheet, cut

them out, and use them as your dice. If you’d rather, you can also make your own

“dice” or use craft materials.

Sample Dice
Color one side of these shapes and cut them out to use in your dice game!

Note: if you want to use these dice, print this page on heavier paper (card stock, etc.)
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Steps:

Place the wooden bowl containing dice on the blanket. Players sit around the bowl
(at least 2 players).

The first player picks up the bowl containing the dice and bounces it down on the
blanket/pillow, jumbling the dice.

If the dice fall out of the bowl or do not change positions, the player’s turn is over
and they earn no points.

Players earn points if they get one of the dice patterns shown on the next page. No
other patterns earn points.

If the player earns points, they take another turn. If they don’t earn points, the next
player takes a turn.

The winner is the first player to either: earn at least 11 points or get a pattern with
the 2 main symbols colored side down and other dice colored side up (see next

page).
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DICE GAME—Winning Patterns
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*Dice do not have to lay in these patterns to win points. Rather, the
number of upright colored/uncolored faces of the dice much match
the six patterns shown here.
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